
  

SERIES: REQUISITES TO PURPOSEFULSERIES: REQUISITES TO PURPOSEFUL
ENGAGEMENTENGAGEMENT

  
TOPIC: DISCOVERING GOD'STOPIC: DISCOVERING GOD'S

EXCELLENCE IN YOUEXCELLENCE IN YOU
P A S T O R  A L T O N  T R I M B L E

SUNDAY, SUNDAY, APRIL 11APRIL 11 , 2021, 2021

W W W . G L O R Y C H R I S T I A N . O R GW W W . G L O R Y C H R I S T I A N . O R G

http://www.glorychristian.org/


 
SERIES: REQUISITES TO PURPOSEFUL ENGAGEMENT 

TOPIC: DISCOVERING GOD’S EXCELLENCE IN YOU – PASTOR ALTON TRIMBLE 
SUNDAY, APRIL 11, 2021 

 
 

 

I CHRONICLES 4:9-10 (NIV) Jabez was more honorable than his brothers. His mother had named 
him Jabez, saying, “I gave birth to him in pain.” 10 Jabez cried out to the God of Israel, “Oh, that 
you would bless me and enlarge my territory! Let your hand be with me, and keep me from harm 
so that I will be free from pain.” And God granted his request. 
 

THERE ARE THREE THINGS WE LEARN FROM JABEZ LIFE:  
 

1. TO DISCOVER GOD’S EXCELLENCE IN YOU, YOU NEED A GREAT AMBITION.  
 

2. TO DISCOVER GOD’S EXCELLENCE IN YOU, YOU NEED A GROWING FAITH.  
 

3. TO DISCOVER GOD’S EXCELLENCE IN YOU, YOU NEED A GENUINE PRAYER LIFE.  
 

4. WHAT IS THE QUESTION IN YOUR LIFE AND RELATIONSHIP WITH GOD THAT HE WANTS 
YOU TO HAVE THE ANSWER TO?  

 

Ezekiel 37:1-14 (NKJV) 
 

QUESTION: Why does God want your questions answered? 
 

Three reasons: 
 

1. Because you can’t be what you can’t see! 
 

2 Corinthians 3:12-15 (NCV) 
We have this hope, so we are very bold. 13 We are not like Moses, who put a covering 
over his face so the Israelites would not see it. The glory was disappearing, and Moses 
did not want them to see it end. 14 But their minds were closed, and even today that 
same covering hides the meaning when they read the old agreement. That covering is 
taken away only through Christ. 15 Even today, when they read the law of Moses, there 
is a covering over their minds. 
 

2 Corinthians 3:16-18 (NLT) 
But whenever someone turns to the Lord, the veil is taken away. 17 For the Lord is the 
Spirit, and wherever the Spirit of the Lord is, there is freedom. 18 So all of us who have 
had that veil removed can see and reflect the glory of the Lord. And the Lord—who is 
the Spirit—makes us more and more like him as we are changed into his glorious 
image. 

 

Isaiah 9:6 (NLT) 
For a child is born to us, a son is given to us. The government will rest on his shoulders. 
And he will be called: Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of 
Peace. 
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2. Because you will not be confident in what you have no answer to or for! 
 

 My question about my capacity. 
 

Philippians 4:13 (NLT) 
For I can do everything through Christ, who gives me strength. 

 

 My question about my fear. 
 

2 Timothy 1:7 (NLT) 
For God has not given us a spirit of fear and timidity, but of power, love, and self-
discipline. 

 

 My question about my endurance. 
 

Hebrews 10:35-36 (NLT) 
So do not throw away this confident trust in the Lord. Remember the great reward 
it brings you! 36 Patient endurance is what you need now, so that you will continue 
to do God’s will. Then you will receive all that he has promised. 

 

 My question about my response in a crisis. 
 

Hebrews 13:6 (NLT) 
The LORD is my helper, so I will have no fear. What can mere people do to me? 
 

Psalm 27:3 (NLT) 
Though a mighty army surrounds me, my heart will not be afraid. Even if I am 
attacked, I will remain confident. 

 

3. Because His word is not just an answer but the answer to all of life’s questions. 
 

 My question about life source. 
 

Matthew 4:4 (NLT) 
People do not live by bread alone, but by every word that comes from the mouth 
of God. 

 

 My question about direction in my life. 
 

Psalm 119:105 (NLT) 
Your word is a lamp to guide my feet and a light for my path. 

 

 My question about truth. 
 

John 17:17 (NLT) 
Make them holy by your truth; teach them your word, which is truth. 

 

 My question about sustainability. 
 

Matthew 24:35 (NLT) 
Heaven and earth will disappear, but my words will never disappear. 
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GOD’S POWER 
 

Four observations about this Hand: 
 

 When reverenced, it brings promotion. 
 

1 Peter 5:6 (ESV) 
Humble yourselves, therefore, under the mighty hand of God so that at the proper time he 
may exalt you. 
 

 A place to find victory over enemies; a refuge. 
 

Psalm 110:1 (NLT) 
The LORD said to my Lord, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I humble your 
enemies, making them a footstool under your feet.” 
 

 He remembers us by His hand. 
 

ISAIAH 49:14-16 (NLT) 
Yet Jerusalem says, “The LORD has deserted us; the Lord has forgotten us.” 15 “Never! Can 
a mother forget her nursing child? Can she feel no love for the child she has borne? But 
even if that were possible, I would not forget you! 16 See, I have written your name on the 
palms of my hands. Always in my mind is a picture of Jerusalem’s walls in ruins. 
 

 This Hand is unlimited in resource. 
 

ISAIAH 48:13 (NLT) 
It was my hand that laid the foundations of the earth, my right hand that spread out the 
heavens above. When I call out the stars, they all appear in order.” 
 

 Ezekiel was aware of His presence and power. 
 

 Ezekiel 37:1 (NKJV) 
The hand of the LORD came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD, and set 
me down in the midst of the valley; and it was full of bones. 
 

HEBREWS 1:13-14 (NLT)  
And God never said to any of the angels, “Sit in the place of honor at my right hand until I 
humble your enemies, making them a footstool under your feet.”  14 Therefore, angels are 
only servants—spirits sent to care for people who will inherit salvation. 
 

QUESTION: Do you sense His presence and power? 
 

Ezekiel 37:1b (NKJV) 
The hand of the LORD came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD...  
 

EPHESIANS 2:1-13 (NLT) 
 

GOD’S POSITIONING 
 

Colossians 3:3 (NLT) 
For you died to this life, and your real life is hidden with Christ in God. 
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 We are positioned for his purpose. 
 

John 15:16 (NLT) 
You didn’t choose me. I chose you. I appointed you to go and produce lasting fruit, so that 
the Father will give you whatever you ask for, using my name. 
 

 We are positioned in community. 
 

Ecclesiastes 4:9-12 (NLT) 
Two people are better off than one, for they can help each other succeed. 10 If one person 
falls, the other can reach out and help. But someone who falls alone is in real 
trouble. 11 Likewise, two people lying close together can keep each other warm. But how 
can one be warm alone? 12 A person standing alone can be attacked and defeated, but 
two can stand back-to-back and conquer. Three are even better, for a triple-braided cord 
is not easily broken. 
 

Romans 12:4-5 (NLT) 
 Just as our bodies have many parts and each part has a special function, 5 so it is with 
Christ’s body. We are many parts of one body, and we all belong to each other. 

 

Ezekiel 37:1c (NKJV) 
... and set me down in the midst of the valley... 

 

GOD’S PLACEMENT 
 

QUESTION: So how do I deal with tough placements? 
 

a. Be ready so you don’t have to get ready! 
 

1 Peter 4:12-13 (NLT) 
Dear friends, don’t be surprised at the fiery trials you are going through, as if something strange 
were happening to you. 13 Instead, be very glad—for these trials make you partners with Christ in 
his suffering, so that you will have the wonderful joy of seeing his glory when it is revealed to all 
the world. 

 

Philippians 4:19-20 (NLT)  
And this same God who takes care of me will supply all your needs from his glorious riches, 
which have been given to us in Christ Jesus. 20 Now all glory to God our Father forever and 
ever! Amen. 

 

b. Know that God will fight for you. 
 

Exodus 14:14 (NLT) 
The LORD himself will fight for you. Just stay calm. 
 

2 Chronicles 20:15-17 (NLT) 
He said, “Listen, all you people of Judah and Jerusalem! Listen, King Jehoshaphat! This is what 
the LORD says: Do not be afraid! Don’t be discouraged by this mighty army, for the battle is not 
yours, but God’s. 16 Tomorrow, march out against them. You will find them coming up through the 
ascent of Ziz at the end of the valley that opens into the wilderness of Jeruel. 17 But you will not 
even need to fight. Take your positions; then stand still and watch the LORD’s victory. He is with 
you, O people of Judah and Jerusalem. Do not be afraid or discouraged. Go out against them 
tomorrow, for the LORD is with you!” 
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c. Get yoked up with the source of your relief. 
 

Matthew 11:28-30 (NLT) 
Then Jesus said, “Come to me, all of you who are weary and carry heavy burdens, and I 
will give you rest. 29 Take my yoke upon you. Let me teach you, because I am humble and 
gentle at heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For my yoke is easy to bear, and the 
burden I give you is light.” 

 

d. Trust in God and His plans for you. 
 

Proverbs 3:5-6 (NLT) 
Trust in the LORD with all your heart; do not depend on your own understanding. 6 Seek his 
will in all you do, and he will show you which path to take. 

 

e. Take authority over all fear. 
 

Isaiah 41:10-13 (NLT) 
Don’t be afraid, for I am with you. Don’t be discouraged, for I am your God. I will 
strengthen you and help you. I will hold you up with my victorious right hand. 11 “See, all 
your angry enemies lie there, confused and humiliated. Anyone who opposes you will die 
and come to nothing. 12 You will look in vain for those who tried to conquer you. Those 
who attack you will come to nothing. 13 For I hold you by your right hand— I, the LORD your 
God. And I say to you, ‘Don’t be afraid. I am here to help you.’ 

 

f. Sign up for daily renewal daily. 
 

Isaiah 40:29-31 (NLT) 
He gives power to the weak and strength to the powerless. 30 Even youths will become 
weak and tired, and young men will fall in exhaustion. 31 But those who trust in 
the LORD will find new strength. They will soar high on wings like eagles. They will run and 
not grow weary. They will walk and not faint. 

 

g. Take the limits off your God. 
 

Matthew 19:26 (NLT)  
Jesus looked at them intently and said, “Humanly speaking, it is impossible. But with God 
everything is possible.” 

 

h. Be at peace, peace, peace. 
 

Philippians 4:4-7 (NLT)  
Always be full of joy in the Lord. I say it again—rejoice! 5 Let everyone see that you are 
considerate in all you do. Remember, the Lord is coming soon. 6 Don’t worry about 
anything; instead, pray about everything. Tell God what you need, and thank him for all 
he has done. 7 Then you will experience God’s peace, which exceeds anything we can 
understand. His peace will guard your hearts and minds as you live in Christ Jesus. 

 

Ezekiel 37:1a-b (NKJV) 
The hand of the LORD came upon me and brought me out in the Spirit of the LORD... 
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GOD’S PROBLEM 
 

QUESTION: Do I have God’s problem-solving Grace? 
 

Ezekiel 37:2a (NKJV) 
Then He caused me to pass by them all around... 

 

GOD’S PERIMETER  
 

2 Corinthians 4: 8-10 (NLT) 
We are pressed on every side by troubles, but we are not crushed. We are perplexed, but 
not driven to despair. 9 We are hunted down, but never abandoned by God. We get 
knocked down, but we are not destroyed. 10 Through suffering, our bodies continue to 
share in the death of Jesus so that the life of Jesus may also be seen in our bodies. 

 

1 Corinthians 10:13 (NLT) 
The temptations in your life are no different from what others experience. And God is 
faithful. He will not allow the temptation to be more than you can stand. When you are 
tempted, he will show you a way out so that you can endure. 

 

QUESTION: Do I allow God to give me His assessment Grace? 
 

Ezekiel 37:2b-d (NKJV) 
...and behold, there were very many in the open valley; and indeed they were very dry.  

 

GOD’S PERSPECTIVE 
 

QUESTION: Do I see what God sees? 
 

Ezekiel 37:3a (NKJV) 
And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

 

GOD’S PROPHETIC VOICE 
 

QUESTION: Can God speak both to me and through me? 
 

Ezekiel 37:3b (NKJV) 
And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

 

GOD’S PARADOXICAL QUESTION 
 

QUESTION: Do I grasp the rhetorical nature of questions in my life? 
 

Ezekiel 37:3c (NKJV) 
And He said to me, “Son of man, can these bones live?” 

 

GOD’S PROVIDENCE  
 

Ezekiel 37:3d (NKJV) 
So I answered, “O Lord GOD, You know.” 

 

 Our realization of God’s providence is the womb of divine outcome! 
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